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" him in a common or fair or a public inn, I may lawfully
" seize him to my own use ; but I cannot justify breaking
" open a private stable or entering on the grounds of a
" third person to take him, except he be feloniously stolen ;
" but must have recourse to an action at law."
This passage would appear to justify a forcible entry
where the goods have been stolen and in no other case,
and if this is the state of the law it would cover, presum-
ably, goods which a hirer has stolen as a bailee, but
there appears to be no decided case, and in view of the
attitude adopted generally by the Courts towards persons
who forcibly take the law into their own hands, it would
be in the majority of cases a most unwise course to
adopt (p).
A person having entered peaceably under the licence
does not become a trespasser ab initio if he exceeds what is
reasonable in the use of force after he has entered, and is
in this respect in a different position to one whose right
of entry is given by the law (q).
It cannot be too strongly emphasised that any licence
to enter and seize goods contained in a hire-purchase
agreement to which the Hire-Purchase Act, 1938, applies,
is void if the agreement be made on or after ist January,
1939 (/), and it cannot be acted upon even in agreements
made before that date after one-third of the hire-purchase
price has been paid or tendered (s).
(d)   TO  ASSIGN  THE  GOODS  AND   INTERESTS
Assignment.—The owner has a right to assign his
interests under a contract of hiring or hire-purchase (t)
(p) For a statement of the attitude of the law towards forcible
assertions of right, see Miller v. Strohmenger (1887), 4 TX.R. 133 ;
3 Digest 98, 266.
(q) Six Caypenters' Case (Vaux v. Newman), (1611) 8 Coke Rep. 146 ;
43 Digest 393, 765 ; Hammings v. Stoke Poges Golf Club, (supra).
(r) Hire-Purchase Act, 1938, s. 5 ; post, p. 283.
(s) Ibid., s. 11 ; post, p. 291.
(t) In re Davis & Co., Ex parte Rawlings (1888), 22 Q.B.D. 193 ;
3 Digest 96, 260 ; In re Isaacson, Ex parte Mason, [1895] 1 Q.B. 333 ;
3 Digest 97, 267.

